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Reviewed by Max McCoy M ention George Armstrong Custer at any gathering of western scholars and you'll likely find you've tugged at a painful scab on the collective American subconscious. Our feelings about Custer are deep and contradictory and mixed with guilt over our treatment of native tribes, and it's difficult to reconcile Custer's ultimate sacrifice with accounts that portray him as a fool or a madman. We like our hero stories to be tidy, and the Custer story is a mess.
It's exactly this complexity that keeps us fascinated, and makes Custer a perennially viable topic for university and commercial publishers alike. From the gems (think Evan S. Connell and Nathaniel Philbrick) to the duds (Larry McMurtry), there are enough books to keep Custer buffs reading for a lifetime. The challenge is to find work that will offer some new understanding of one of the defining moments of the American psyche.
In his new book, Shooting Arrows and Slinging Mud, James E. Mueller does just this. He examines the role that journalists had in shaping the public perception of Custer in the immediate aftermath of the 1876 battle in which Custer and 267 under his command were killed in an overwhelming victory for the Lakota, Northern Cheyenne, and Arapahoe near the Little Bighorn River in Montana.
Mueller, a professor of journalism at the University of North Texas, at Denton, is a veteran reporter and the author of two previous books, both examining the relationship between the press and recent presidents. In Shooting Arrows, Mueller combs contemporary accounts in the days and weeks after the battle to present a mosaic that outlines that thinking of America while the news was still fresh and bloody in our minds. The conversation turned on questions that resonate to this day, from our policy toward the Indians to who really was to blame for one the greatest military blunders of all time.
Mueller is a careful and restrained writer, and Shooting Arrows can be slow going at times, but the journey is worth it. Consider his wealth of detail about Mark Kellogg, the only reporter to accompany the Seventh Cavalry to the Little Bighorn. Kellogg was 43, a widower with two young daughters, trying to start a new career as a reporter for the Bismarck Tribune. "The reporter trotted after Custer," Mueller writes, "riding on a mule carrying two saddlebags bulging with paper and pencil and enough bacon, sugar, and coffee to last fifteen days."
Mueller dispels the myth that journalists of the time were hacks and hucksters that capitalized on the sensational to sell newspapers-and who beat the drum for revenge against the Indians. Instead, Mueller's account shows that, despite their cultural biases, journalists provided credible accounts of the battle and wrote thoughtful editorials. In addition, at least one journalist made the ultimate sacrifice in reporting first-hand from the Indian campaigns, a story that was largely ignored until the shock of the Little Big Horn.
Mark Kellogg, the Bismarck Tribune reporter, died with Custer.
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Max McCoy, an assistant professor of journalism at Emporia State University, is an award-winning novelist and investigative reporter.
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Announcements and News
Heritage of the Great Plains
Call for Manuscripts
Heritage of the Great Plains is a refereed semiannual journal published by the Center for Great Plains Studies and the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at Emporia State University. It strives to be a repository for scholarship of the life and culture of the Great Plains region, and the variety of topics with which its articles deal reflect the breadth of that culture. Submissions of academic and non-academic written material about the Plains region are welcome. For additional guidelines please visit www.emporia.edu/cgps and follow the publication links. 
Sundays at the Site
Call for Manuscripts
Great Plains Research is a biannual, multidisciplinary, international journal that publishes peer-reviewed research on the natural and social sciences of the Great Plains. The editor is soliciting current manuscripts on important research results and synthetic reviews of critical scientific issues for the Great Plains. For more information visit www.unl.edu/plains.
Preserving the Past Through Performance
Summer Camp at Pioneer Bluffs, July 21 -25
Is there a fascinating story you'd like to share -a story passed down in your family or one you've heard about a local historical figure? You have the opportunity to help preserve the past by performing the stories that shaped our community.
Those stories will be brought to life in a week-long camp, Preserving the Past through Performance, to be held July 21 to 25 at Pioneer Bluffs. Participants become historians with two goals: accuracy and entertainment.
The camp will be held from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. daily. Participants/historians will spend the week learning about the person they have chosen to portray, developing their script, and weaving it all into a first-person narrative.
There is no cost for attending this program. Participants/ historians share what they learn at a future community performance, perhaps at the Chase County Chautauqua on August 15-17 or at the Pioneer Bluffs Fall Festival on October 4.
For additional information and registration please visit pioneerbluffs.org
